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more: That they had exceeded their proportion, even
beyond Britain; and that as to the Emperor, and other
allies, he knew no expedient left for making them act with
more vigour, than to pursue them with pathetical exhorta-
tions."

This minister was sent over hither, instructed and em-
powered by halves. The ferment raised by the united
endeavours of our party leaders, among whom he was a
constant fellow-labourer to the utmost of his skill, had
wholly confounded him; and thinking to take the ad-
vantage of negotiating well for Holland at the expense of
Britain, he acted but ill for his own country, and worse for
the common cause. However, the Queen's ministers and
he parted with the greatest civility; and Her Majesty's
present was double the value of what is usual to the char-
acter he bore.1

As the Queen was determined to alter her measures in
making war, so she thought nothing would so much con-
vince the States of the necessity of a peace, as to have them
frequently put in mind of this resolution, which her am-
bassador Strafford, then at The Hague, was accordingly
directed to do : and if they should object, of what ill con-
sequence it would be for the enemy to know Her Majesty
designed to lessen her expenses, he might answer, "That
the ministers here were sorry for it; but the Dutch could
only blame themselves, for forcing into such a necessity a
princess, to whose friendship they owed the preservation
and grandeur of their republic, and choosing to lean on a
broken faction, rather than place their confidence in the
Queen."

It was Her Majesty's earnest desire, that there should be
a perfect agreement at this treaty between the ministers of
all the allies, than which nothing could be more effectual

1 Compare this passage with one in Bolingbioke's "Correspond-
ence " (vol. ii., pp. 108-109): " He [Buys] came over instructed and em-
powered by halves. The ferment which had been created by the joint
efforts of the faction here, and of that in Holland, confounded him ; and
thinking to take this advantage of negotiating well for Holland at the
expense of Britain, he has negotiated ill for both and ill for the common
cause. We parted in terms of the greatest civility, and Her Majesty's
present to him was a thousand pounds, which is double the value of
what is ever given here to an envoy-extraordinary." [T. S.J